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Background:  
 
Before they adjourned to campaign in the weeks leading up to the November 2 election, both the 
United States Senate and the United States House of Representatives passed bills appropriating funds 
for the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). HUD is the primary governmental 
agency focused on affordable housing for low-income people. 
 
There were significant differences between the two bills, differences that will have to be worked out 
after the elections are over.  
 
The House passed an appropriations bill that fell $100 million short of fully funding HUD’s Section 8 
program. Section 8 requires tenants to pay a third of their income in rent and then pays the difference 
between what a tenant can pay and the fair market rent for a given unit of housing. While flawed, the 
Section 8 program is the cornerstone of HUD’s affordable housing work, and provides participants 
with some flexibility by offering housing vouchers that tenants can use with landlords willing to 
participate in the program. The House’s decision to under-fund HUD means that fewer families will 
have access to safe, decent, affordable housing.  
 
Unfortunately, the House Bill goes one step further. To provide funding for Section 8, the House cut 
every other housing program run by HUD. If the House appropriations bill prevailed in the end, the 
federal government would be withdrawing millions of dollars from programs that address 
homelessness, housing for the elderly and disabled, public housing, housing for those afflicted with 
AIDS, and money earmarked for rural housing and economic development. 
 
The Senate passed a bill that demonstrates a deeper commitment to affordable housing across the 
board. That bill fully funds all existing Section 8 vouchers, and increases or maintains funding for 
other housing programs. There are still flaws in the Senate’s bill. There will still be a gap between the 
number of vouchers available and the number of families eligible to use them. But the Senate’s 
appropriations bill is nevertheless the better of the two available options.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Action: 
 

Please Contact Your Member of Congress and Your Senators. 
Ask them to support the Senate’s version of the HUD appropriations 

bill when Congress resumes its work after the elections. 
 

Contact information on page 2 of this alert. 
FFI call Matt Gladue at 651-291-4484. 
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