
A Catholic Climate Covenant: 
The St. Francis Pledge to Protect Creation and the Poor  
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The CATHOLIC COALITION ON 
CLIMATE CHANGE��is launching a 
unique and unprecedented initiative 
to demonstrate a common Catholic 
commitment to care for God’s crea-
tion and to stand with the poor and 
vulnerable people in our nation and 
around the world facing the impacts 
of a changing climate. 
 
The U.S. Bishops and Pope Benedict XVI, in response to intergovern-
mental warnings that human activity is resulting in climate change which 
is seriously impacting those least able to respond, have called us to exam-
ine our lifestyle and demonstrate in concrete ways our concern for God’s 
creation and the poor, so that the poor do not unduly suffer.  
 
 
The �&�$�7�+�2�/�,�&���&�/�,�0�$�7�(���&�2�9�( �1�$�1�7���a���6�W�����) �U�D�Q�F�L�V���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���W�R��
�3�U�R�W�H�F�W���&�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�R�R�U��is a new initiative developed by the Coali-
tion designed to support Catholics in our care and con-
cern by: 

Encouraging and assisting Catholic institutions, organi-
zations, parishes and individuals to take  
�7�K�H���6�W�����) �U�D�Q�F�L�V���3�O�H�G�J�H, thereby acting to protect 
our planet and those in poverty who are most im-
pacted by climate change. 

Sharing the good news about ways in which the 
Catholic community is carrying out the  
CATHOLIC CLIMATE COVENANT to 
honor our obligations toward God’s gift  
of creation. 

 
 

This effort will be launched during the  
Easter season in 2009 with a public event on 

Earth Day, April 22, 2009. 
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Pope Benedict XVI 



The St. Francis Pledge to Protect Creation and the Poor 
 
The St. Francis Pledge��is a  solemn commitment made by Catholic individuals, groups and institutions to honor 
God’s creation and serve the poor by doing the following: 
 
PRAY and reflect on the duty to care for God’s creation and protect the 

 poor and vulnerable; 
 

LEARN about and educate others on the causes and moral dimensions  
of climate change; 

 

ASSESS how each of us —as individuals and as organizations—is 
contributing to climate change (i.e. consumption and conservation); 
 

ACT to change our choices and behaviors contributing to climate  
change and; 

 

ADVOCATE for Catholic principles and priorities in climate change discussions and decisions, especially as 
they impact the poor and vulnerable.  
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The Covenant website will feature the many ways Catholic individuals, families, schools, parishes and 
other institutions are fulfilling The St. Francis Pledge.   
 
We will share news and resources that we believe will help you fulfill the Pledge and go beyond. Quotes for 
bulletin inserts, ways to advocate on behalf of poor people at home and abroad, clipart and images, curricula for 
schools and adult religious education programs are some examples of what you will find here. 
 
You will be directed to information on Catholic social teaching on being stewards of God’s creation. 
 
Finally, we are producing a short video for the Covenant website that will be an overall introduction to,  
and inspiration for, our engagement in this important behavior.  
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�x�� Visit www.catholicsandclimatechange.org and signup to receive updates this project unfolds. 
 
�x�� Begin discussing and promoting this initiative with colleagues, friends ,and parishioners and be ready to  

Join the Covenant by taking the Pledge when all of the materials are available in Spring, 2009. 
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